ii4                                             Paracelsus

The art of distillation supplied "experience"; the tradition
of alchemical speculation provided "reasoning": two pre-
conditions for systematic research. Paracelsus proclaimed them
in his famous program of the Basle lectures; and they governed
his own experiments. Fantastic though some of them appear
now, they helped conduct alchemical thinking into the channels
of scientific chemistry.

THE    GOLD-MAKER
Paracelsus scorned those "who have a golden mountain in their
heads before they put their hands into the charcoal." He
laughed at the so-called "multipliers" who, to quote Chaucer,
Make them think at the least weye
That a pound [of gold] we can make tweye.
Yet, the reputation of being a gold-maker clung to him. His
enemies charged that the Devil had taught him the art. Editors
of his works gave him the surname "Aureolus,"6 the Golden
One, and related stories like the following:
Once Theophrastus had cured a farmer's wife in Ambras
with one of his wonder drugs. After many years, he came
along the same road again, and inadvertently entered the
isame farm. The woman recognized him and showed her grat-
itude in such moving ways that the master was much affected
by such goodness in a simple woman. He took a kitchen fork
and smeared it with his yellow ointment. The fork changed
into solid gold.7
The "gold," it will be seen presently, was copper, if the story
be true at all. Another amusing story of gold-making came from
his butler, "Franz":